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Interviews with Isaiah 
A Series of Special Services for Advent  • The Spirit 

 

Dialog Sermon 
 

P CUE 17.1—Long ago the Spirit himself led the prophet Isaiah to write: “And the Spir-

it of the Lord shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the 

Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord” 

(Isaiah 11:2). As we contemplate and celebrate the Messiah’s entrance into the 

world, we are the ones who need wisdom and understanding, counsel and might, fear 

of the Lord and ultimately, peace.  

 
 We are privileged again today to welcome Isaiah Ben Amoz into our midst to give us 

more depth and detail about these important, Spirit-given words.  Good morn-

ing/evening, Isaiah.  We appreciate that you have agreed to join us again.  

 
 Before we hear your views on the work of the Spirit, may we ask you a few more 

questions about everyday life as a prophet? 

 

I  If you must. 

 

P  What was it like to be so close to such powerful people in the kingdom of Judah? 

 
I  My call as prophet began when Uzziah was king.  He was a good king.  One of the 

best.  After him, I served three more kings:  Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah.  Jotham and 

Hezekiah were good and kind kings, but that Ahaz was a problem child!  He wouldn’t 

know a sign from God if it were hitting him over the head. 

 
P  As we begin to think of the work of the Spirit we can’t help but ask what it must have 

been like to be inspired.  Did you know that you were being inspired by God to write 

what you wrote? 

 

I  That’s privileged information.  Why ask these personal questions when you could be 

asking really important questions that have answers in the inspired words that I 

wrote? 
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P  OK… Isaiah, we’re confused. What’s all this about a shoot coming from a stump? 

CUE 17.2—Why is Jesse a stump? 

 
I  King David was the son of Jesse, and his once grand kingdom was going to fall. 

Though it was like a mighty tree, the kingdom would be cut down to the very roots. 

But from what looked like dead roots, a tiny, green branch would sprout. That branch 

represents none other than the Messiah. 

 
P  As you continued to write about that branch you used the word “Spirit” four times. 

Obviously the Spirit is important, but what are you really getting at there? 

 
I  I’m not sure I realized it at the time, but as the Spirit guided my writing I wrote about 

all three members of the Trinity in one verse:  The Spirit of the LORD will rest on 

him.  Spirit, Father and Son.  

 
P  Why is the Spirit so important? 

 
I  Because of his connection to the Messiah.  The Messiah would be an obedient Son 

who delighted in the will of the Lord, his heavenly Father.  He would one day demon-

strate that as he prayed in a garden on a hill.  "Father, if you are willing, take this 

cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done." (Luke 22:42). 

 
P  What else did your mind’s eye see of this Messiah? 

 

I  He knows the difference between the believers and unbelievers.  He is not fooled by 

appearances.  He cannot be deceived.  He judges with righteousness.  From him 

even the poor and meek receive justice like the rich and powerful.  He doesn’t use the 

weapons of this world but uses the rod from his mouth and the breath of his lips.  To 

say it in a word, CUE 17.3—his Word is his weapon. 

 
P  What does that Word do? 

 
I  It destroys the wicked!  I seem to recall some future words bouncing back into my 

mind that went something like this:  "For the word of God is living and active. 

Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and 

spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart" (He-

brews 4:12). 

 
P  What are the two edges of the Word? 
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I  The first edge is the Law that condemns and reminds us that the wages of sin is really 

death.  But the second edge is the Gospel that gives and delivers the forgiveness of 

sins and reconciliation with God for all sinners.  So the wicked are destroyed, but 

some of those wicked are destroyed into new life by being born again through Spirit-

worked faith in Jesus as their Savior, bringing them into a reconciled relationship with 

God. 

 
P  You have described the Messiah’s kingdom in a way that puts a pretty clear picture 

of peace into our minds. It’s a surprising, inspiring picture.  

 
I CUE 17.4—The best way I could show it was by painting a word picture of lambs and 

wolves, leopards and goats, lions and calves, cows and bears, all together without 

even one harming another.  Picture an infant crawling to a serpent’s den and putting 

her unknowing hand into the hole of a poisonous snake.  We want to jump into the 

picture and rescue the poor child.  But nothing happens!  Nothing happens in this 

kingdom because it is the holy mountain of God and the knowledge of the Lord is 

over everything like water over the floor of the ocean. 

 
P  We want this peace, Isaiah. When is this peace? 

 
I  The good news is that you don’t have to wait for some distant future. The peace that 

passes all understanding is yours now. It’s given by the Spirit who puts faith in your 

heart.  He opens your eyes to see the forgiveness of sins that you have through the 

Messiah.  The shoot, Jesus, from the stump of Jesse has already sprouted.  The Spir-

it of the Lord has rested on him.  Jesus was obedient to his Father all the way to the 

cross.  The word of his mouth has gone out into the world.  And it will continue to go 

out into the world with the good news of the forgiveness of sins.  That message is 

powerful enough to turn unbelievers into believers, sinners into saints… 

 
P … and you and me and all the people here today into brothers and sisters in Christ … 

 

I  The children of God! 

 
P Thank you, Isaiah. Thank you for reminding us of the Spirit who gives us peace.  We 

look forward to seeing you again next week. 

 
I  Farewell.  And blessings. 


